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Trash Catcher Giveaway
Many waterbodies are plagued with trash. Rain water washes junk from yards and streets into storm drains that flow
into ponds, lakes, and rivers. It can be tiring to constantly walk the shoreline and grab any trash you can reach. The
trash floating in the middle of the waterbody is even harder to get.
This is where a trash catching device is great. It is a net that hangs down in the water and the top floats above the
water. It is set up at the stormwater pipe to catch trash as it washes into the pond or lake. The device helps keep the
trash in one spot, making it easier to scoop out. Directions and a video on how to make a trash catcher can be found at
www.HillsboroughCounty.org/AdoptAPond.
The Hillsborough County Stormwater Environmental Programs
team has a great opportunity to get one for free, though.
Thanks to funding provided by the Florida Department of
Transportation District Seven, there are 10 free trash catchers
available to eligible participants in the Adopt-A-Pond and Lake
Management Programs. All you have to do is send Jennifer
Aragon an email to AragonJ@HillsboroughCounty.org or a
letter to 2420 N. Falkenburg Rd., Tampa, FL 33619, with the
subject: Trash Catcher Giveaway. Include your name, address,
the location of the waterbody, where the trash catcher would
be installed, and a brief description of how your pond or lake
would benefit from receiving one. Only one trash catcher will
be available per qualifying waterbody. They will be given out
on a first-come basis, so get your entry submitted today!

Otter Enjoyment
Otters are energetic creatures that frequent some of the ponds, lakes,
wetlands, and rivers in our area. When you see them body surfing
in the water, it makes you want to stop what you are doing to sit and
watch them play.
Otters are born for the water. They make their home in a hollow
log or a dugout of the riverbank. The front entrance of their home
is usually underwater and the rest is out of the water. Otters usually
have their babies in their home in the spring time. Parents keep
their babies protected in their home for a couple months until the
young ones are old enough to take care of themselves.
Photo by Bob Luce
The thick fur covering otters provides two layers of protection. The
outer layer protects the inner layer and the inner layer keeps water
off the otter’s skin. Their eyes and nose close while swimming to keep water out. You may have seen an otter dive
underwater and reappear minutes later on the other side of the waterbody. But did you know that otters can hold their
breath for six to eight minutes at a time and travel up to a quarter mile before coming up for air?

Although they look cute and playful, otters can be ferocious eaters. A few years ago, a visitor to Lake Woodruff
National Wildlife Refuge in Florida, photographed an otter biting and taking down a five foot alligator! Otters usually
eat smaller animals, though, including fish, mussels, clams, and frogs.
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Brookton Wins Best Maintained Pond
Congratulations Brookton Pond, in Sun City
Center, for winning the 2014 Best Maintained Pond
Competition. The five environmental professionals
on the judging panel thought Brookton Pond had
a great variety of plants in and out of the pond.
They loved the mixture of grasses and ground
cover plants between the pond and the neighboring
wetland. These plants are great for encouraging
birds and other wildlife to use the pond and for
preventing the shoreline from washing away.
Brookton Pond Group joined the Adopt-A-Pond
program only a couple years ago. The pond did not
have any plants and it had major shoreline issues.
The sides of the pond are steep in several areas and
they were starting to cave in. Now that the pond
has a healthy variety of plants, the shoreline issues
have been fixed.

Best Maintained Pond
Competition Scores
Brookton Pond				
Osprey Place Pond				
Twin Branch Acres South Pond		
St. Timothy Catholic Church Pond
Twin Branch Acres North Pond		
Tarawood Pond				
Sweetwater Oaks Pond			

145 pts
130 pts
117 pts
116 pts
111 pts
104 pts
86 pts

Brookton Pond resident, Roger T. Kennicutt, says he is pretty
much managing the pond by himself now. He says, “I really
enjoyed the project as I have always had a project or two
involving improvements to my lawn/yard. Here in Laurel
Woods, the Property Owners Association takes care of my
yard. The pond project is one area where I have had the
freedom to do pretty much what I want.”
Thanks to Roger’s hard work and the support from his
neighbors, this pond has become a beautiful oasis teeming with
life. Great job Roger and keep up the good work!

Fan Favorite Pond
Hillsborough County Facebook followers and participants in our
email list voted St. Timothy Catholic Church Pond as their favorite
in the Fan Favorite Pond competition. Voters based their decision
on a comparison of pictures that were taken during the judging event
(above). Congratulations to the winner and thank you everyone for
voting!

Results
St. Timothy Catholic Church Pond
Twin Branch Acres South Pond		
Osprey Place Pond				
Tarawood Pond				
Twin Branch Acres North Pond		
Brookton Pond				

76 votes
46 votes
33 votes
17 votes
16 votes
14 votes
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Conference Seeks Pond Volunteers To Attend
By: Jim Griffin, FLMS 26th Annual Symposium Program Chair

The Florida Lake Management Society’s 26th Annual Technical
Symposium celebrates lake, pond, spring and coastal volunteer programs
this year. The symposium is a four day event and, this year, one day
(Wednesday) will be dedicated to volunteer program related sessions.
We hope that volunteers and staff from the Hillsborough County
Adopt-A-Pond program will join us at the conference and consider
presenting one or more papers at the volunteer sessions. If you are
interested in learning more about your ponds and about successful
volunteer monitoring, restoration and enhancement programs around
the state, this is your conference. If you want to have a good time while you learn these things,
then this really is the place to be.
We will meet this year at the Naples Beach Motel and Gulf Club, located directly on the Gulf of
Mexico in Naples Florida. The symposium begins on Monday, June 8 (with workshops) and ends on Thursday,
June 11. The volunteer sessions will be held on Wednesday, June 10. Each session will have four to five presentations
and a panel discussion. Registration for the conference (June 9-11) is $225 and includes daily access to the conference
hall, morning and noon refreshment breaks, lunch and attendance at all sessions; however, special rates will be given
to volunteers in programs such as Adopt-A-Pond (contact flmshome@aol.com for more information). The daily
conference rate for the hotel is $139 for a standard room. This is about half of the normal hotel rate.
We think you will find that our symposium represents a great way to become more knowledgeable while you have a
wonderful time at a great venue. Please plan to join us. For more information please go to our website at
http://FLMS.net and pick the Annual Symposium tab.

Pond Plant Spotlight: Fire Flag
Fire flag, also known as alligator flag (Thalia geniculata), is a tall water plant,
reaching heights of eight to ten feet tall. The plant is great for adding visual
interest to a pond or lake. It adds variety in height and texture with its wide, flat
leaves when planted with shorter plants, like pickerelweed and duck potato.
Fire flag is a food source for the larger canna leafroller caterpillars. The caterpillar
will crawl to the edge of the leaf and will eat two strips of the leaf, creating a flap.
Silk strands are produced by the caterpillar and attach to the leaf flap. When the
silk strands dry, they shrink and roll the leaf over the caterpillar to create a tube
(hence the name “leafroller caterpillar”). The fire flag leaves provide food and
shelter for the caterpillars.
Fire flag is also used by bees and other pollinators.
When the insects visit the flowers on the plant, they
trigger an explosive reaction. Pollen explodes from
the flower and covers the insects.

Large canna leafroller
Photo by Paul M. Choate
University of Florida

Fire flag is a showy plant that makes a great addition to a sunny or partially sunny spot
on the shoreline of a pond or lake. It also does great in deeper water too (from two to three feet deep).
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What Affects My Urban Lake
An urban lake is any lake with roads and buildings on a big
portion of the land that drains to it. Some lakes have clear
water and look very inviting. Others have plants that try to
cover the lake. Still others have green or brown water. Most
people do not realize that lakes can change type, sometimes so
quickly it seems like overnight.
What makes each lake different? The first factor is geography.
The soils under the lake and the shape of land around it
(including how the lake came to be) influence the type. There
are maps showing where we have clear lakes, brown lakes, etc.
You cannot do anything to change geography.

Urban lakes can look
clear and inviting...

A huge factor affecting lakes is plants. The type and amount
of plants in and around the lake will determine the shade of
brown and influence how transparent the water is, regardless
of color. How many plants you have is determined by the
nutrients you have to feed them. So, if your lake is constantly
growing plants, you have a lot of nutrients. Plants and
nutrients are prime things you can manage to keep your lake
healthy.
be covered in weeds...

Lastly is algae. This is what makes water green or even
reddish. But with algae, the water is never transparent. Algae
is natural, but it is held in check by other factors. If algae
dominate your lake, it is a good indication that the other
factors are out of balance. If you have periodic blooms, your
lake is starting to shift type. That is an early warning sign to
take action because one day the lake will shift and it is a lot
harder to shift back.
For more information on the condition of your lake and how
to manage it, contact John McGee at (813) 744-5671 or
McGeeJ@HillsboroughCounty.org.
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or may have green or brown water.

These lakes and streams submitted all 12 monthly samples in the 2013/14
sampling year! Keep those samples coming in. When you take advantage of all
12 samples, that helps us keep the program funded. Keep up the good work!

Avila
Cypress Creek 122
Dead Lady Lake
Eckles Lake
Lake Dan
Lake Flynn
Lake Francis

Lake Josephine
Lake Magdalene
Lake Nawela
Lake Pretty
Lake Wilson
Long Pond
North Pond
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Ask Stormwater Ecologist
Dear Stormwater Ecologist,
How deep is my pond?
Sincerely, Debbie Depth Finder
Dear Debbie,
Water depth varies from pond to pond and
it also varies by season. Since ponds are man-made, they have
been designed by an engineer to hold a certain amount of water
when the water level is at its highest. The design engineer uses
factors like the area draining to the pond, the type of soil, and
surrounding wetlands to determine how deep the pond should
be to avoid floods. Newer ponds also have shallow areas, called
a littoral shelf, where water may only be covering them for short periods in the year. This shallow shelf area is
supposed to have plants to help clean the water. The shelf area covers about a third of the pond. The remaining
portion is a deeper pool.
Ponds also include a structure where the water leaves the pond. The structure is set at a height to allow water to leave
the pond when it gets high. If you want your pond to have more or less water, wait for Mother Nature to help. Rain
water and groundwater levels play a major role in how much water is in the pond. To summarize, pond depth varies,
but whatever size your pond is, it is designed that way to help prevent flooding and clean the water.
Sincerely, Stormwater Ecologist
If you have a question for Stormwater Ecologist, email AragonJ@HillsboroughCounty.org or
McGeeJ@HillsboroughCounty.org.

Cold Weather Fish Kills
The cold weather season is upon us and some predictions say it is going to be a
colder than normal winter. Cold temperatures bring many changes to our ponds. One
of these is the potential for a fish kill. One cause of a winter fish kill is very cold weather.
When the temperature drops, certain fish cannot handle the colder water and they die. In
our area, blue tilapia are often the affected fish. That is because they are tropical fish. They are
originally from Africa in the Nile River and the water temperature does not
get very cold there. When our water temperature drops below 45 degrees
Fahrenheit, these fish start to die and float to the surface.
This can create a stinky mess. The people that live around the pond not
only have to deal with the smell, but also the cleanup. Luckily, nature
provides a cleanup crew to help. Birds, primarily vultures (a.k.a. buzzards),
will swoop in like the A-Team and will be there for you in your time of
need. They immediately get to work and eat the dead fish until soon, the
event is a distant memory.
Cold weather fish kills cannot be prevented, but other fish kills can. For
more information, check out the Adopt-A-Pond notebook, Algae Control
section by visiting www. HillsboroughCounty.org/AdoptAPond.
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Protect Ponds from Sewage Overflows
Have you ever thought about where your sink, toilet,
shower, dishwasher, and washing machine water goes
after if washes down the drain? Many people do not
think about it unless it backs up into their house.
In many areas of the county, the water (called
wastewater) drains into underground pipes that flow
to a pump station. The pump station then pumps
the water through more pipes, until it reaches a
wastewater treatment plant. Unfortunately, some
people flush things down their toilets that can clog the
pumps and cause raw sewage to overflow the system.
There have been a couple recent occurrences where
sewage has overflowed into an Adopt-A-Pond. So
the question arises: what things can clog the pumps?
Below is a list of items not to flush, even if the label
says “flushable.”

Protect ponds by taking steps to
avoid pump station overflows.

For more information on preventing sewer
overflows, contact the Hillsborough County
Public Utilities Department Pretreatment Team
at (813) 272-5977 or email
GotGrease@HillsboroughCounty.org.
They also have a program to collect and recycle
residential cooking oil. Find details about it at
www.HillsboroughCounty.org/CORE.
Additionally, there is a take-back program
offered by the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office for free and safe disposal of unwanted
medications. For details, visit
www.hcso.tampa.fl.us/Articles/Articles/
Prescription-Drug-Drop-Boxes.aspx.

Unflushables
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baby wipes
Bandages
Cat litter
Cigarette butts
Cleaning wipes
Clothing
Condoms
Cotton balls/swabs
Dental floss
Diapers
Facial tissue
Fats, oils and
grease

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Feminine hygiene
products
Incontinence pads
Medication
Moist towelettes
Paper towels
Personal wipes
Plastic bags
Rags
Razors and blades
Syringes
Toys
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Jumping Origami Frog
Show your love of frogs by making one of these fun, jumping
origami frogs. Directions can be found at
www.Hillsborough.WaterAtlas.USF.edu/Adopt/aapnews.asp.
Waterbodies are very important for frogs. They lay their eggs
on plants underwater. Frogs like to eat bugs, such as beetles,
spiders, and crickets. Each frog has a different call, making it
easy to tell which one is nearby. You can hear all of their calls
by visiting the Frog Listening Network’s website at
www.Hillsborough.WaterAtlas.USF.edu/fln/.
It can be a sign of good environmental health to have frogs
around your pond or lake. Pollutants can seep through their
skin and harm them. Over the years, frog populations have been
going down because of things like pollutants and loss of areas
to live. Help keep them around by providing a good, clean, and
planted water environment.
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