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Congratulations to the Cumberland Manors Swamp Rats!

Education Meetings:
-Valencia
Cleanups:

-University Village
-Hounds Run
-Strathaven Ct
Plantings:

-University Village
Follow-up Walks:
-Windemere
-Boyette Springs

Upcoming Events
March 12 – Lake Mgmt
training, rules & regulations,
AAP info. 7pm, Keystone
Civic Center, call 272-5912
x3616.
April 14-15 – USF Plant
Festival at USF Botanical
Gardens, call 974-2329.

May 12 - Annual Eco-

Adopt-A-Pond is pleased to announce the winners of the 2000 Best Maintained Pond Competition!
Jack Kennedy and the Swamp Rats of Cumberland Manors. These guys have done a great job with
their pond. Take a look at the article on page 3 for more about this winning pond and the group that
maintains it.
See article on page 3

Gardening Conference. 9am
- 3pm at USF, call 744-5519
x146
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The Ecological Communities of Hillsborough County: Open Water
Taken from the Delaney Creek Watershed Management Plan

“Nothing but water,” This phrase may seem fitting
when looking over an open area on our ponds or
lakes, but as Adopt-A-Pond groups are well aware,
there is usually more than meets the eye. The truth
is, that open area of water can be a healthy
ecological community and a vital habitat for many
species. But because of this community’s varied
nature, it’s harder to classify than some of the
others we have discussed.
This ecological type includes natural lakes, ponds
and seasonal water features that commonly occur in
almost all of the systems we’ve discussed
previously. Their size can vary from a few hundred
square feet to several hundred acres. Vegetation on
the immediate edge of the system will vary with the
type of community in which the open water is found. But in the open water itself numerous aquatic plants can
be found including waterlilies, pondweeds, spikerushes, lemon bacopa, and bladderworts. Mammals found in
this habitat are generally the same as those found in adjacent habitats. They use the open water for drinking or
as an area to breed. Shorebirds, long-legged waders, gulls, and terns are also typical of these areas. Reptiles can
include watersnakes, numerous species of turtles and the American alligator. This habitat also serves as an
important area in the life cycle of many amphibians such as frogs, toads and salamanders. Unfortunately it is
easy to confuse this living system with a dead body of water. It is important to remember that a healthy pond
needs plants and may incorporate several community types.

The Water Scorpion— AAAHHHHHH!
By Kelly Holland

Giant claws reach down from above and grab you. Immediately you are
stuck with a large needle and your bodily fluids are drained from you.
Alien invasion? Nightmare? It is if you’re a small fish, tadpole or other
tasty morsel in the open water habitat of a pond or lake. The aptly named
water scorpion is always on the prowl for a good meal. Water scorpions in
Florida look more like their terrestrial cousins, the walking sticks, but other
species more resemble scorpions. Florida’s bugs are about two inches long
and brownish in color with long spindly legs and front claws. They have
two long thin tubes that function as snorkels projecting from the rear of the
abdomen. These tubes allow the animal to hang head down from the
surface and grab unsuspecting prey with its long claws, snatching a single
victim without the rest of the school suspecting anything. Once the prey is
caught, it is injected with a combination of fluids that anaesthetize the area
of the wound and begin the digestive process. This liquefies the insides of
the prey and allows it to be sucked out through the bug’s piercing beak.
This bug can also rub its front legs together like a cricket to make a sound
and can fly if need be. Like many other aquatic insects, they only fly at
night and then only for mating purposes or to find another pond when the
one they are living in is drying out. Be careful if you find one of these guys in your pond. They are known to
play “possum” in a net, only to come to life in the captor’s hand and inflict a stabbing bite. So with this
“scorpion” it is not the tail you have to watch out for!
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Pond Judging Winners— the Swamp Rats
At the end of Bellamy Road, in the northwest
part of the county, there’s a quiet pond where
mallards and moorhens nest in the lush
vegetation. The Cumberland Manors Swamp
Rats have been a part of the Adopt-A-Pond
program since 1997. The group was
originally headed up by Eugene Lyons, but
when he moved away Jack Kennedy stepped
up to keep things going. Recently, I had the
opportunity to talk with Jack and his wife
Fran about the pond.
It’s hard to believe this pond was once
covered completely with weeds, but the
The swamp rats have used a variety of plants including the less common
alligator flag (the tall plant on the right)!
Kennedy’s assured me that it was when they
got started. Adopt-A-Pond got them cleaned
up, they went to work, and now the banks are full of vegetation. This group has done a great job incorporating a
variety of plants including pickerelweed, duck potato, canna, soft rush, water lilies, wax myrtle, oaks, and even
dogwood, red cypress, and alligator flag! Jack said that
everyone pitches in with their own pond banks, but he and
his neighbor Dave get out in their waders and keep the lilies
under control. Jack spends about one day a week on the
pond every other month, and when he can’t do it, Dave takes
over. These days they focus on thinning frozen pickerel and
trimming up the trees. They know that this spring the
pickerel will pop back up and they want to make sure it has
room. Their goal is to keep vegetation on the banks, a ring
of open water, and lilies at the center. This looks great and
provides an excellent balance for wildlife on the pond.
When the weather is nice they get together on someone’s
back porch to cookout and enjoy their work. This keeps
Low water last year, birds loved it!
people interested in the pond and it’s given everyone a
chance to know their neighbors. Jack also sends out a newsletter from time to time with updates and
announcements.
Of course there have been some challenges. This past year the pond dried almost completely, but they weren’t
worried. The dry time brought flocks of birds to feed on the fish and exposed muck. The muck got to oxidize
and compact, and when the water returned, they had a good solid bottom again. The fish population was culled
down, but Jack says he still sees them around.
In the future they plan to make the common area along Bellamy Rd. into a small park. The iron bench they won
in the competition will make a nice addition. Jack hopes that next year more people will enter the judging
because there are many great ponds that could have won.

Join the Fun!
Did you know you don’t have to live on a pond to be a part of the Adopt-A-Pond
program? There are lots of things you can do as an Adopt-A-Pond Volunteer. We
can always use help in our plantings and workdays, storm drain markings, and
community events. It’s a great way to get involved and learn about environmental
management. If you’re interested, give us a call at 272-5912 ext. 3633 or email
us at mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org
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50 Ways to Do Your Part
We are all well aware of the drought that is creating critical water shortages in our area. But even
under normal conditions we should practice efficiency. Start forming good water use habits now!
Request the brochure 50 Ways to do Your Part, published by the Southwest Florida Water
Management District, for information on 50 things you can do to help. It’s a great way to help
spread the word about conservation. To request your copy call 272-5912 x3633 or email
mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org.

If at first you don’t succeed…
Internet survey second round!
In the last newsletter we asked you what you thought about Adopt-A-Pond going electronic, but we only got 6
responses! Perhaps this is because of the holidays, so we’ve
decided to send it out one more time. We really want to offer
our services to you on the Internet. You could have instant
access to all of our reporting forms, up-to-date information on
events, and access to information from other groups and from
us. But we need to know if you’d use it and what you’d like to
see. So please take the time to fill out the survey and send it
in, or send me an email at
mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org
You can check out our newsletter at the county website right
now. Visit http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org there is a
link under Current Publications that will take you straight to
our page. And thank you to those who filled out the survey at
the seminar, and the six who mailed them in.
Please cut the survey off on the line and mail to:
Adopt-A-Pond Internet Survey
Public Works/ Stormwater Management
P.O. Box 1110
Tampa, FL 33601-1110
Cut here Ê

1. What’s your name?
2. Do you currently have e-mail?

o

Yes

o

No

o

Yes

o

No

If yes include e-mail address:
3. Do you currently use the Internet?
4. If Adopt-A-Pond were available on the Internet would you:

o

Communicate more

o

Communicate less

o

No change

o

No help

5. How helpful would an Adopt-A-Pond forum or list server be to you?

o

Very Helpful

o

Somewhat helpful

6. What would you most like to see on the Internet from Adopt-A-Pond?
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Pressed Plant Notebooks
Another great idea from Adopt-A-Pond Members
Adopt-A-Pond always tries to bring you great ideas that
can help you along in your pond management, so here’s
the latest! We got this one from Kelly Holland, one of our
volunteer biologists. He spoke at the Seminar this year,
leads pond walks, and contributes to this newsletter on a
regular basis.
If you’ve been working on your pond long, you definitely
understand the need to identify plants. Well here’s an easy
project that can help you and can actually be a lot of fun.
All you need are some photo album pages with the clear
plastic that sticks to the paper. Then when you see a new
plant cut a small sample of the leaf, stem and flower, even the roots can be helpful. Take
it home and ID it. Use your Adopt-A-Pond information, ID books, and the Internet. If
you get stumped, consult your cooperative extension, or get in touch with us at Adopt-APond. Once you know what it is, write it down on a small piece of paper or an index
card. Be sure to include the scientific name for reference and any notes such as where
you found it, where it grows, if it’s native or exotic, and if it’s invasive. Then place the
sample and the card on the photo sheet and carefully press it under the plastic film. (It’s a good idea to press the
plant in an old phonebook for a couple of weeks before mounting to make sure it’s dry.) Do this for every plant as
you ID them and eventually you’ll have a personal encyclopedia of pressed plants, a great reference for yourself,
your pond group, and even your kids!

Let’s Get You Started
Water Quality Testing
Now WE need YOUR help.

You had to know we’d get them for
you! The very photo pages mentioned
in the article above. Now all you need
is a binder. To request a set of 5
sheets call 272-5912 x3633 or email
mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org

Water quality testing is
the best way to know
what is going on in
your pond. You can
understand the cycle of algae blooms, prevent fish kills, and maximize
your maintenance efforts by simply logging the test results on a regular
basis. What’s more, a comprehensive system of current data on pond
water quality can be used to determine the effectiveness of our pond
treatment efforts, help locate and track sources of pollution, and signal
problem areas before there are visible results. Our stormwater systems
are the man-made portion of our watersheds, and there’s no one offering
data on this aspect of management. Adopt-A-Pond has begun to gain
attention for its pioneering efforts in stormwater pond management and
other organizations are looking to us for information. We now have the
potential to be a valuable source of data in the efforts to keep our water
clean and protect our natural systems. But we need your help.
Water Quality has been a part of the Adopt-A-Pond program for a long time, but the testing program isn’t nearly
as comprehensive as it needs to be. So to meet this challenge, we’ll be launching a comprehensive pond waterquality monitoring program in the spring of 2001. Now don’t let that scare you, this just means we’ll be looking
for volunteers to consistently report on the water quality in their ponds. We’ll provide the equipment and training,
all you have to do is take the tests and send in the forms. So look for coming announcements about this program
and don’t hesitate to volunteer, we know that our group members will help us make this program a success.

The Adopt-A-Pond Program
Hillsborough County Public Works Dept.
Stormwater Management Section
P.O. Box 1110
Tampa, Florida 33601-1110

First-Class Mail
U.S. Postage Paid
Tampa FL
Permit No 2411

Bill to Mail Code 1384

Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners
An Affirmative Action-Equal Opportunity Employer
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Workshops for You
Compost Happens and Drip Irrigation Workshops offered throughout March and April at the
Cooperative Extension. Free to Hillsborough County Residents. Call 224-8992 to register.
Check out the Cooperative Extension website below for details on these and other programs.

Visit these Websites!
Center for Aquatic & Invasive Plants: http://aquat1.ifas.ufl.edu/
Cooperative Extension Service: http://hillsborough.extension.ufl.edu/
Extension’s Calendar of Events: http://www.hillsborough.extension.ufl.edu/calendar.htm
Southwest Florida Water Management District: http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us
Stormwater Management Website:

http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/publicworks/engineering/stormwtr.html
US Fish & Wildlife Report on Status & Trends in Wetlands:

http://wetlands.fws.gov/bha/SandT/SandTReport.html

Pond Sampling Results
Readings are holding steady since the last quarter. Remember to take your samples at two locations— the inlet
and the outfall. This way you’ll be able to see how effective your pond’s treatment is. As we approach spring
start looking for ways to improve your pond. Take advantage of low water levels to remove nuisance
vegetation. Let’s get ready for the new monitoring program and make this a year to see some changes.
NAME
pH
Nitrate Ammonia Phosphate Turbidity
DO
Pfalzer, Logan Gate Village
7.0
0.1
0.3
0.1
30
9
Mirror Lake, Laurel Woods
6.5
0.6
0.1
0.1
30
7
Gnarled Oak, Windemere
7.0
0
-0
0
7

