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Fall 2006

Education Meetings
-

06-11 Fallowfield
06-19 Crippenwood
06-22 Shields
06-21 BSE
06-10 Cwd Meadows
06-25 Pemberton Crk
06-26 Barrington
06-23 Quailridge
06-02 Christina
06-28 Brigadoon
06-31 Lakestone

Plantings
-

06-05 Brussels Boy Pond 2
06-06 Brussels Boy Pond 3
05-07 Preston Woods
06-22 Beth Shields
05-14 Marsh Crossings
06-20 Fox Hunt
06-26 Barrington
05-04 Hickory Woods
05-19 Lithia Ridge Pond 2
06-12 The Cove

FREEBEE BOX
- Carp Signs
- AAP lunch bags
- Ditch Signs

2006 Best Maintained Pond!

Congratulations to 05-10 Black Pine!
Check out page 3 for details on this year’s winner.

Call or email for yours now!
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Fall is a time in our program where we begin to slow down.

People get
busy with the holidays and plants quit growing so fast, giving us a much
needed time for planning. But it’s a short season here in the subtropics. In
keeping with that, we want you to be prepared for what next year has to
offer. Here’s some things in the works:
Lake, Pond & Stream Night. You know the event. Last year we did it in
the Spring, and it went so well we’re keeping that up. Look for it in April.
Pondwatch. This training provides the kits and the know-how for you to
test the water in your pond. We’re planning several for the Spring and
Summer.
Lake Management Academy. Bi-monthly seminars starting in January featuring lake management topics. For lake residents and volunteers. Stay up
to speed and in the know.
Pond Walk. Guided walks around your pond with a pond expert. A great way to get neighbors out to talk about the
pond and get some answers. Starting again with Daylight Savings Time in March (yep, it starts earlier as of 2007).

Mystery Grammarian
Adopt-A-Pond has been periodically receiving clips from our newsletter with very informative hand written
corrections to grammatical typos. The thing is, these entirely anonymous proofings arrive AFTER we
have printed the newsletter which doesn’t do us much good. So we are hoping this helpful and evidently
well-educated soul will include his/her name and address the next time the urge to proof comes over
them because we always appreciate the help.

W HAT

A

J OB ! - AAP

IS LOOKING T O HIRE

Are you currently a college student majoring in an environmental, communications, education, or related field? Are
you interested in a flexible job that will give you valuable
experience? If so, please contact us now.

Our program has grown so much that we are looking for
temporary part-time help. This position is certainly not your
average part-time job, nor is it a run-of-the-mill internship.
With AAP you’ll be designing and conducting educational
presentations to school children and homeowners, coordinating plantings, and helping to keep our program running. It
will require that you have transportation, the ability to
organize your schedule and stick to it, and the ability to
speak to a wide range of people from elementary school kids
to senior citizens of every background.
If this sounds like a fit for you, contact us for details. The
offer is open to undergraduate or graduate students. And
remember, you need your own reliable vehicle.
We hope to hear from you soon! Contact John McGee at 307-1785 or email mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org.
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The 2006 Adopt-A-Pond Best Maintained Pond sits in the

northwestern part of the county just off of Gunn Highway
and Anderson Road. This pond, called Black Pine by the
Pond Group, has been in the program since 2005. It is
completely surrounded by homes, but in one location, the
lots are wide enough and unfenced so that the pond is visible from the cul-de-sac. The pond has quite a bit of native
plant coverage and on the day of the judging, we noticed
several friendly turtles wagging over in the lightly tannic
water, obviously accustomed to people and looking for a
hand-out. The pond also features a few docks and one
yard that is entirely landscaped in the Florida Friendly
style from door to shore. Though it was a close competition this year, this pond stood out to all our judges.
I recently spoke with the Pond Representative, Jason W,
(not to be confused with our former coordinator Jason Mickel) about their Adopt-A-Pond journey. He told me that
when he moved there in 2000, the pond was covered in vegetation. He tried to remove it by hand but soon found that
this was a big job. When he heard about Adopt-A-Pond, he thought it was a good idea. By 2005 they had the neighborhood organized and got assistance from AAP to remove the vegetation with our excavator. They followed up with
a considerable planting in October of 2005, and kept up with periodic maintenance. Even now they are marking their
stormdrains and holding meetings to plan the next phase of cleanup and planting.
This group made a smart decision by choosing to concentrate efforts on the most public area of the pond first. This
let them get good coverage quickly and helps them see just how great a finished pond can look. But they didn’t neglect the rest of the pond, and some native coverage is already growing in. Now they’re planning to tackle some
remaining weedy spots and expand the native areas. Jason says they have a core group of about 10 people with a few
others that help out periodically. They maintain the pond entirely on their own with bi-monthly assessments and periodic work days. In between they each take care of the parts near their homes. The group keeps in touch using a
phone chain and email so no one person has to handle all the communication.
Jason says the greatest benefit he has seen from the
Adopt-A-Pond process is that the pond looks so much
better with plants that look like they belong instead of
weeds. He also stresses that it really brought the community together. Overall he says it was a good experience and just needed someone to get things moving.
Now the project seems to run itself.
Well, to Jason and the rest of the members in the Black
Pine Pond Group, congratulations on your win and
more importantly on your great-looking pond project.
It is groups like yours that demonstrate what Adopt-APond is all about: Communities pulling together to
improve their neighborhood. The environment isn’t just
about animals and rain forests. It’s where we live. It
only makes sense to make it nice. We at Adopt-A-Pond
are very happy to help you along the way.
As this year’s winner, the pond group will receive a park bench for the pond, a sign on the street declaring them the
2006 Best Maintained Pond, and the cover shot on our new upcoming 2007 Adopt-A-Pond calendar. Watch for the
calendar announcement in the next issue.
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RIGHT FROM THE REGULAT ORS
By Russell Martin, Senior Environmental Scientist, SWFWMD Tampa

Did you know that certain maintenance activities within

stormwater ponds, surface water management/drainage
areas, or easements, that are part of a permitted project, are
restricted unless approved by the Southwest Florida Water
Management District?
Stormwater ponds constructed within a permitted projectt
have plans on file at the District. These plans indicate what
type of pond was to be constructed and how it should function.
For water quality treatment purposes, stormwater ponds
may be designed to be dry 36 hours after a storm event or
designed to stay wet and provide water quality treatment
through plant material. Dry retention ponds may be
designed to percolate into the ground, or if the water table is high, they may include an underdrain system where the
water is passed through a filter medium, which removes the pollutants. If it is doing its job, a filter system will get
clogged. So, ponds with this kind of treatment system require the most maintenance, and the District requires that
they be certified every 18 months by a registered professional engineer who is licensed in the state of Florida.
Wet detention pond systems contain a shallow-water littoral zone that the permit requires to be planted with specific
native wetland plants or vegetated by natural recruitment as specified in the permit. In either case, any changes to the
vegetation in these systems require prior District approval.
The following maintenance activities are typically allowed in stormwater ponds upon written approval from District
staff:
l

Selective trimming or removal of undesirable or invasive plant species to enhance the habitat value of the pond.

l

Addition of native wetland vegetation in a wet detention pond.

For more information regarding the activities and restrictions for your specific pond (in Hillsborough or Pinellas
County), contact the District's Tampa Service Office at (813) 985-7481.

P OND P LANT S POTLIGHT- L EMON B ACOPA
Adopt-A-Pond periodically gets requests for information on pond
plants. And we’re glad to help out. After all, we are about pond
restorations. So here’s the first of a series on some interesting
plants.

Lemon Bacopa (Bacopa caroliniana) is a submersed sprawling
plant. That means it lives totally under water and spreads. But it
can also survive periods out of the water. It grows low along the
bottom, making a great aquatic groundcover for your pond.
Submersed plants such as Bacopa are great for water quality and
clarity, and provide excellent habitat for small fish and invertebrates. It occurs naturally in higher nutrient systems, making it a
great choice for stormwater ponds.
Bacopa produces small purple flowers year round and the succulent-type leaves smell like lemon dish soap when crushed. Plant
it by plugging clumps into the mud with your hand from the water line to elbow depth after you have finished working in an area (so you don’t trample it in the stirred-up water). This plant’s dainty appearance and low growth habit
make it ideal for aquariums and garden ponds as well. Check your pond, it may already be there.
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Beyond the Pond
ISSUES FROM BEYOND THE SCOPE
OF ADOPT-A-POND

G OING B ATTY - P LANT C ITY ’ S B AT P ROGRAM
The City of Plant City coordinated a workshop on bats and their

role in integrated pest management on Thursday, November 16.
The project was funded through the Tampa Bay Regional Planning
Council and the Florida Department of Transportation, District 7.
Thirty Plant City residents watched a slide show on bats and their
role in the environment, and then came face-to-face with a real
Brazilian Free-Tailed bat as well as a Northern Yellow bat courtesy of the Florida Bat Conservancy. Participants then walked out
to one of the ponds at Hillsborough Community College's English
Creek facility to view a program on echolocation. Each participant
received a bat house, a copy of the Bat House Builder's Hand
Book from Bat Conservation International, and other environmental information. The participants each learned about conserving
natural habitats and the beneficial role of bats as powerful residential insectivores.
This workshop was part of an ongoing initiative for the City, which is encouraging better water quality through
decreased use (and need) of pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers. The City will also be posting colony bat houses
throughout the 26 square miles of the municipality for monitoring. The University of Florida's Institute of Food and
Agriculture Sciences will be assisting in the research and data collection aspect of the project, which includes surveying class attendees about their residential bat houses and yard treatment habits.
For more information contact Shawna Himelright, Environmental Education Coordinator, 813-757-9289 x 2249 or
email shimelright@plantcitygov.com.

I T H APPENS -

JUST CLEAN IT UP !

There’s nothing more frustrating than stepping in a fresh pile.

Especially in your yard from the neighbors’ dog. But it’s more than
disgusting, it’s dangerous. Did you know that dog waste has the same
levels of bacteria as human waste? This poses a serious issue to water
quality and public health. The County has had a scooping ordinance
for years, but when the area was less densely populated, pet waste was
not catching much attention. Now, with tightening water quality regulations, it’s becoming a hot topic. There is currently at least one pilot
program in the area to track the amounts left in neighborhood dog
walks and to help people understand the need to scoop. It’s called
Pooches for the Planet. It ain’t pretty, but let’s hope it works because
the next step is to start the citations. After all, if you aren’t scooping it,
we’ll all be drinking it. And we just can’t have that.
For more information on Pooches for the Planet, check out the Tampa Bay
Estuary Program website at www.tbep.org.
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IT ’ S ECO - LODGE - ICAL

It probably comes as no surprise that your favorite hotel or inn uses a lot of

water (pools, landscaping, dishwashing, ice machines). The U.S. EPA estimates
that hotels use over 180 billion gallons of water in the U.S. each year. YIKES!
With that in mind, and the fact that Florida hosts over 85 million vacationers
each year, a conservation effort seemed imperative. The Southwest Florida
Water Management District (District) started the Water Conservation Hotel and
Motel Program (Water C.H.A.M.P.) in 2002, and now offers it to any lodging
facility in the District's 16 counties. More than 200 properties are already participating, saving approximately 269 million gallons of water in 2006.
Guests at Water C.H.A.M.P. properties are asked if they’d like to have their
bed linens washed every third day, rather than daily, and to use their towels
more than once. Many people are willing to participate since they typically
don’t wash these items daily at home. Also, knowing their actions could save
up to 50 gallons a day and keep harmful detergents out of the environment
helps make the choice easy.
Water C.H.A.M.P. properties are also asked to do their part by looking at all of their operational practices to conserve
water. The District encourages properties to check for leaks; use rain sensor shutoff mechanisms in their irrigation
systems; use refrigerators to thaw food rather than placing frozen items under running water; wash only full loads of
laundry; and much more.
We hope that you will show Water C.H.A.M.P hotels and motels that you appreciate their efforts by supporting them
the next time you vacation. Tell them that you chose them because of their environmental responsibility.
Supporting environmentally conscious properties is effortless - simply plan your next vacation or event at one of the
many Water C.H.A.M.P. properties listed on the web site: WaterMatters.org/waterchamp/.
For more information on Water C.H.A.M.P., contact program coordinator Dorian Morgan by phone at (352) 796-7211,
ext. 4782, or by email at Dorian.Morgan@WaterMatters.org.
Water C.H.A.M.P. is sponsored in Hillsborough County by the Alafia River, Hillsborough River and Northwest Hillsborough Basin Boards of
the Southwest Florida Water Management District; the City of Tampa Water Department and Hillsborough County.

L A MP R EVAMP - T HE

NEW

L AKE M ANAGEMENT

We’re pleased to announce some changes to our Lake Management
Program. The program now has 4 concentrations:

Investigation & Management: the County has recently approved a Public
Works Lake Management policy detailing how the County can provide citizens with technical advise and assistance.
Volunteer monitoring: continuing our long-running training and lake sampling program.
Outreach & Education: including the Watershed Atlas, lake walks, stormdrain markers, brochures, and the Lake Management Academy.
Research: supporting projects such as toxic algae studies, lake assessments,
stormwater input studies, paleolimnological studies, and social marketing.
It’s the same quality program expanded to more proactively address lake management issues. For more information
or to get involved, visit the Watershed Atlas or contact Jason Mickel at 307-1824.
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THE LIGHTER SIDE OF POND VOCABULARY

Dear AAP,

Please help! My pond is dying! Scum and weeds
are growing out of control and choking it. It won’t last
long. It has never looked like this in the six years I’ve
lived here.
This may not sound familiar to you, but we hear this kind
of thing all too often. Of course we feel your pain, pond
management can be extremely frustrating, especially when
we don’t know exactly what to do and can’t find or afford
help. That’s the entire reason AAP was created after all.
Still, we can’t help but chuckle at these kind of comments.
Why? Well, let’s look at this logically... the pond is
“dying,” “choking,” and “growing” all in the same paragraph. And these are things ponds can’t even do! Scum
could mean anything. Ponds consistently last longer than
homeowners. And 20 years isn’t even enough to evaluate
climatic or ecological changes. But no matter how bad it
seems, the reality is that most pond problems are fairly easy to handle. Our experienced groups can tell you that they
take work, but once we learn a little more about the actual problems, those initial “end of the world” concerns start to
seem funny. And we think you’ll find that to be the case as well. So to help you look on the lighter side, we thought
we’d take some of these comments literally and write a glossary... AAP style. Enjoy.
Choking: Can you hear it gasping? Translation: I can’t see the water in my pond. Alternate terms: overgrown,
unmaintained, weedy.
Dying: Holes full of water can’t die. Things in ponds can, but ironically most people use this term in reference to
things growing in the pond, not dying. Translation: I can’t see the water in my pond. Alternate terms: overgrown,
unmaintained, weedy.
Growing out of control: Did we ever really have control in the first place? Mmm, your illusions only have you lost,
my young Padwan. Translation: I don’t like the plants that are growing and don’t know what to do about it.
Alternate terms: overgrown, unmaintained, weedy.
I live in Oakdale Pines...: Oh, you mean that one neighborhood in the 1000 sq. mile county right next to Oakdale
Woods and not to be confused with Pinevale Oaks across town. Translation: I forget how big Hillsborough County
is. Alternate terms: I live at 12103 New Drive and the pond is behind my house.
Killing: Quick check its pulse! Even if this were possible, how would you know? Translation: Something I don’t
like is living in places I don’t want it. Alternate terms: dominating, expanding.
Scum: Hooligans! Low Life! Translation: Stuff I don’t like is on the water. Alternate terms: algae, duckweed,
small unidentified floating vegetation.
Spring Fed: Ok, your realtor is not a geologist. Springs are naturally occurring clear-water systems with flowing
connections to the aquifer and characterized by a host of ecological indications. Think Homasassa, Weeki Wachee,
Crystal River. Translation: When the pond was excavated it didn’t have as much stuff in it. Alternate terms: (at
best) the pond touches the water table.
The list could go on and on. Of course we’re making light, but we hope it will help you realize that pond problems
aren’t the end of the world and we’re all dealing with the same things. Metaphors are great for expressing emotion
and we all use them, but when it comes down to solving problems, we need to be more precise. Using clear and
accurate descriptions when talking about your pond will help clarify your meaning and get to real solutions.
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V ISIT T HESE W EBSITES
LAKEWATCH: http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu
Extension Service: http://hillsborough.extension.ufl.edu
Hillsborough County Watershed Atlas: http://www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org
Adopt-A-Pond Webpages: http://www.hillsborough.wateratlas.usf.edu/adopt
Southwest Florida Water Management District: http://www.watermatters.org
Frog Listening Network: http://www.seaworld.org/fln/in.htm
Science Daily: http://www.sciencedaily.com
Tampa Bay Estuary Program: http://www.tbep.org

W HAT

DO

YOU

WANT... THE RESULTS !

Last issue, we asked you what you thought of the newsletter and this time,

we’re bringing you the results of that survey. We’re proud to announce
that 100% of respondants were entirely pleased with the newsletter and
want to see more about flowering plants. Of course this just goes to show
how statistics can be bent to our purposes because we only received one
response. One in a readership of 4892 isn’t exactly a statistically viable
sample. It is possible that the one respondant is the only person who reads
this...but that’s not likely either. So we are left considering why people
didn’t respond and how to encourage more communication with our readers.

We’ll keep working on it, and if you have any comments about our newsletter, please feel free to contact us. It’s a little known fact that we have a small stash of various prizes for such occasions, but you’ll have to contact me to find
out more about that!

