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FY&N Incentives, once more

OK, so summer never really wanes in Florida...at least not until December, but as the worst of the heat pass-
es for the year, our ponds do start to show it, and we should understand what’s happening and how to incor-
porate those changes into our management.  Some of us are just starting out and have never watched a pond
so closely throughout a year.  If that’s you, you’re in for a treat, because in Florida the cooler time means
that weeds stop growing so rapidly.  

You’ll notice things like dog fennel and broom grass
blooming out.  The hot nights will cool causing duck-
weed and algae to fade.  And your pond water may
clear up some.  This is the perfect time to cut down
those nuisances, especially before they start scattering
seed.  And if you’ve been plagued by duckweed, now’s
the time to skim it.  But since it never gets too cold, you
can also continue to plant, letting your new additions
root in and get ready to explode in growth in the spring.
Plus, it’s just more pleasant to work on the pond with-
out the oppressive sun.  Truthfully, every season offers
its own benefits and challenges, but in ponds you’ll
probably agree that fall is a time to put those last touch-
es on for the year and settle in to enjoy the results of
your work throughout the holiday season.

As Summer Wanes

Last issue, we announced the new FYN incentive that we are offering pond groups.  Since then, I’ve gotten several
questions that indicated it may not be so clear what we are offering.  So, I hope this additional explanation helps.

Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN) is run through the Hillsborough County Extension Office.  This program
helps homeowners and communities implement Florida-specific landscape designs that look great and save money.
For more on how they work, see the series running on page 5.  Our incentive gives benefits to a Pond Group for hav-
ing registered FYN yards anywhere in the neighborhood that drains to the pond.  And we give you more if you get

more registered yards.  To qualify for the first incentive,
you only need to find one yard in the whole area that
drains to your pond that is registered with FYN.
Chances are you have one, or there may be one that
qualifies but hasn’t been registered.  If that’s the case,
talk to the homeowner or your community association
and get that yard registered.

If you want to qualify for higher incentives by installing
more FYN yards, look at the FYN info in your AAP
notebook or online and start going down the checklist.
You won’t be sorry.  You’ll get a cheaper landscape that
is environmentally friendly, increases curb appeal, and
has been shown to increase sale value...and you’ll get

extra benefits through AAP!  You can’t lose!

Fall is a time to clean up the pond for
the year and enjoy it!

Do you have yards like this in your community?
This is one type of Florida Yard!



We all like to say we don’t care about competition or
recognition, but somewhere inside all of us, we like to
know we’ve got what it takes and it feels good when we
can prove that.  So here’s one friendly opportunity to have
a little healthy competition with your pond. 

Every year in the Fall we hold our annual Best Maintained
Pond Competition, known as the Pond Judging for short.
It’s an opportunity for you to show off the hard work
you’ve been doing, to get expert’s opinions of the pond,
and to win some nice prizes.  And it gives our Adopt-A-
Pond Committee the opportunity to see the ponds.

So if you are up for it, all you have to do is send in
the application!  Your Group Rep should have
received it in the mail, and if it got lost, we have it
posted on our website at:
www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org.

One unannounced day in October, our team of judges
will show up and evaluate your pond on things like
overall appearance, percentage of native plants, trash
control, and improvements such as benches and habitat features.  The judges’ scores will be tallied, and the pond that
has the highest score wins!  Every pond that participates will get the judges’ comments back so you can see what they
thought, and the winner gets a special sign, a park bench, a feature in this newsletter, and the cover shot on our 2008
calendar (which will be out on time, if I have anything to say about it).  

So why not fill out the application? Let’s have a little fun!

Looking for a durable,
attractive way to tell
people to leave your
Grass Carp alone?
Having problems with
the landscapers or
other residents cutting
down your restoration

plants?  Well, Adopt-A-Pond has
weather-resistant PVC signs
available for both situations.
They’re free for the asking.  Call
307-1865 or email
mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org.
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How’s Your Pond?

Free Signs

Win prizes for a great pond in the
Pond Judging!

AAP Photo Contest 
(from page1)
Photos must be taken at an Adopt-A-
Pond and can feature landscapes,
plants, animals, or people.  Digital for-
mat is preferred (300dpi or greater).
Prints are also acceptable (8x10 color,
prints will not be returned).  Please
include photographer’s name, date of
photo, location, and a one line
description.  Photos will be evaluated
and selected for use in the
2008 AAP calendar!  Good
luck, and we look forward to
your submissions!



Pond Plant Spotlight–Canna Lily

On Our Pond page 4

Canna Lily (Canna flaccida) is a staple plant in ponds.
It's also known as Yellow Canna or Golden Canna
because of its bright yellow blooms.  Its flowers are about
3-inches long and slightly droopy.  It blooms through
spring and early summer and ends with fuzzy pods of
seeds.  It also spreads by the roots and forms colonies.
Leaves are light green and around 6-inches wide.  It does
best in flat, shallow areas of full sun to part shade, and
can grow to 5 feet in optimal conditions.  It is usually
shorter, reaching around 2 feet.  It's a perfect backdrop or
accent plant in most aquatic layouts, sometimes growing

up the bank from pickerelweed or duck potato.  It can
make up a larger portion of the landscape design if you
have a large shelf.  It can also do well in wet spots of
the yard.  There is a non-native variety that is common
in tropical landscape designs, but this variety grows
taller, drier, and has red to orange flowers.  Stick with
the native yellow for ponds.  Canna is a long time
favorite for us, and we're sure you'll like it as much as
we do.

Check them out: 05-06 Spring Lake

Canna has a showy yellow
flower.

Spring Lake is a long-time Adopt-A-Pond that has stayed beautiful year after year.  It
was originally adopted under the name Bloomingdale F-F in 1994.  The group reap-
plied in 2005.

This group has faced challenges of duckweed, plants dying, lack of participation, and a
constant barrage of trash coming in from some sizable nearby streets.  But through it
all, they’ve addressed each challenge to produce the lovely pond you see here.

The Spring Lake group employs a professional management company for some help
but still takes a very active part in the pond’s care.  This exemplifies the Adopt-A-
Pond principle of site-specific management.  

Spring Lake adapts AAP principles to their
own setting.

This pond does not have a littoral shelf, but it still
maintains a beautiful population of emergent plants
confined to the edges.  And as you can see, it looks
great without creating obstruction to the water or
scary places for critters.
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LLaakke  &&  SSttrreaam  NNewss

Continue the Lake
Management Academy

Continue to increase
volunteers in the
LAKEWATCH and
Stream Waterwatch
programs

Update the design of the
Watershed Atlas and add
great new research,
documents, and features

Continue to provide
technical assistance,
education, and
management strategies
to Hillsborough County
citizens

Goals for Fall 2007

www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org

At the Lake Management Academy
meeting in June, we discussed a very
important topic that changes the way
we think about fertilizing our lawns.
In fact, Bob Stetler of the
Environmental Protection
Commission of Hillsborough County
presented research that supports
reducing or even eliminating the
application of phosphorus from our
regular lawn fertilizing regimen.
Most fertilizers contain three main
constituents - nitrogen, phosphorus
and potassium, which are typically
represented on the bag as a series of
three numbers (e.g., 8-8-8).  Nitrogen
(first number) is an essential compo-
nent of chlorophyll and helps supply
energy to the plant while potassium
(third number) helps strengthen the
plant, especially in times of stress.
That leaves us with phosphorus (sec-

Do we need more phosphorus on our lawns?

The Hillsborough County Lake Management
Program is offering bi-monthly meetings for
all volunteers.  Each meeting will feature
lake-related topics such as best management
practices, benefits of native aquatic plants,
invasive species control, funding opportuni-
ties, and special guest speakers.  We already
held three meetings this year and will have
two more.  
Upcoming meetings:

Oct. 8    Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Keystone Civic Center 6-9 p.m.

Dec. 12  Lake Management Academy
Nye Park 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

For more information, please contact us at
(813) 272-5912.

ond number), which promotes flower-
ing, seed production, and root growth.
But who wants to encourage their
lawn to flower and seed? More
importantly, most Florida soils are
already rich in phosphorus and don't
need any additional applications to
support a healthy lawn.  Therefore,
for normal fertilizer applications, only
apply 15-0-15 for healthy, green
lawns.  As most of our volunteers
already know, too much phosphorus
in our aquatic environments can cause
water quality declines, such as
increased algae growth, invasive plant
proliferation, and decreased dissolved
oxygen levels.  Attention to this one
important aspect of lawn care by
every lakefront property owner will
help maintain good lake water quality,
as well as a healthy lawn.

Lake Management
Academy is Back!

Editor’s Note: New Format
You may have noticed Lake & Stream News is now included
in On Our Pond.  This inclusion reflects recent efforts to
highlight the unity of our programs.  While Adopt-A-Pond,
Lake Management, Stream Waterwatch, PondWatch,
Stormwater Ecologist, and all our other programs have
distinct targets, they are all a part of the same overall
mission––to educate residents about stormwater and
encourage better management of our collective water
resources per federal regulations.  This inclusion also makes
better use of our resources and will let us improve the end
product.  We hope you’ll enjoy our new format.  Comments
are always welcome!  Call (813) 272-5912 or email
mickelj@hillsboroughcounty.org.

Jason Mickel, Editor
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By Lisa Strange, FYN Community Association Coordinator

This is the second in a series on the nine principles of the Florida-Friendly Landscaping concept which is designed to
produce attractive, low-maintenance, environmentally-friendly landscapes that also provide habitat for wildlife. 

Don't let water restrictions discourage you from creating a Florida-friendly landscape.  Even if you desire a yard with
a lawn and specialty gardens, it is possible to make it water efficient.  ALL LAWNS ARE NOT CREATED EQUAL!

Here are some steps to ensure a water efficient landscape:
Water your lawn and other plants only when they show signs of stress and comply with local watering restrictions.
Only remove the top 1/3 of the grass blade at each mowing to encourage a deeper, more drought and pest-tolerant
root system. 
Adjust irrigation according to the season.  It doesn’t require as much water in winter.
Install an automatic rain shut-off device to your in-ground sprinkler system to override your timer if it rains.  
Design your sprinkler system to water lawn areas separately from plant beds. Turf requires more water than shrubs
and groundcover in mulched beds.
Use a micro-irrigation system for more
efficient watering of beds.
Use rain barrels to collect the rain water from
rooftops and water with this free resource. If deed
restrictions prevent you from using rain barrels in the
front of your home, place them in back where they
can be easily camouflaged by paint, plants and/or
decorative trellises.  The most efficient landscape
design is one that thrives predominantly on rainfall. 
DETERMINE HOW MUCH TURF YOU REALLY
NEED. Alternatives include groundcovers, mulches,
walkways, and paths. Use porous surfaces whenever
possible. Porous material allows water to drain
through and is filtered before it reaches our water
sources. 
Ironically if you see dollar weed, it's a pretty good indication
that area is over-watered.

The Hillsborough Soil and Water Conservation District offers free
irrigation evaluations to help you save water.  Call 759-6450 ext.
3 to schedule yours.

According to Florida Statute 720.3075, homeowners' association
documents, including declarations of covenants, articles of
incorporation, or bylaws, entered after October 1, 2001, may not
prohibit any property owner from implementing Xeriscape or
Florida-friendly landscape on his or her land.

To learn more about the nine principles, visit www.FloridaYards.org.  Also check hillsborough_fyn.ifas.ufl.edu or
call the Extension office at 744-5519 for info on what’s going on locally.

Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Principle: Water Efficiently

Dollar weed means the lawn is
over-watered.

Porous walkways reduce unnecessary
turf while letting water through.
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We’re continuing our series on basic pond information.
This issue, we’re delving into some ecology.  

I was recently talking to a gardener who lived right
across from a big commercial
farm.  He had been trying to
grow onions but could only
come up with small little
bulbs.  Right across the
street, the farmers were
pulling up big juicy onions.
Why?  Have you ever
wondered why we get pine
trees in some areas and oaks
in another?  

The answer to these
conundrums is found in the
concept of Limiting Factors.
It’s one of the most
important ecological
principles (or laws).  This law
describes how the parts of
any environment come to be
there.  And it’s all based on
growth.

The natural way of all living
things is to grow (in the case
of individuals) or multiply (in
the case of groups) until they can’t grow or multiply any
more.  The thing that stops that growth or multiplication
is known as the limiting factor.  In some cases, this may
be something lacking, like sunlight, or a particular
nutrient.  In other cases, it could be something in excess,
like predators, too much heat, or too much water.  Either
way, the principle is the same.

So how does this explain what grows in a certain area?
Each living thing has it’s own unique set of abilities and
needs.  If one species gets limited, another that isn’t
limited will use up the rest of the resources.

Let’s use a healthy pond as an example.  We have plenty
of water, light, and air, but not so many nutrients, like
phosphorus.  So if a stand of pickerelweed is growing, it
will have to stop when it runs out of phosphorus.  Simple
right?  But pickerelweed isn’t the only thing that grows
in ponds, is it?  If there are also algae and cattails, all

Refresher Course: Limiting Factors
three things are trying to use up the same resources.
So how do they end up where they are?  The
pickerelweed grows until it gets too deep; it can’t
compete there as well as cattails, so depth limits it and

cattails take over in the
deeper sections.  Cattails
also grow faster, so they
start to grow in places the
pickerelweed hasn’t
reached yet, even if the
pickerelweed could
survive there.  So,
pickerelweed is limited
twice.  This will continue
until all the phosphorus is
used up.  We’d reach a
balance unless something
else changes.  But, what if
we start adding
phosphorus from fertilizer

in nearby lawns?  Now
phosphorus is no longer a
limiter, so things that were
being checked by the lack
of phosphorus grow even
more.  If the cattails finally
get limited by depth and
space, the algae may be
able to use up the

remaining nutrients by multiplying across the entire
surface of the pond.

If we apply this to our management, you’ll see why
Adopt-A-Pond does what it does.  We act as the limiter
of some species (like cattails) and introduce other
species (pickerelweed) to act as limiters for nuisance
species (algae & duckweed).  By balancing the system
as best we can, this struggle for survival becomes our
best tool for creating a healthy landscape.  Of course in
the real world, things are constantly changing.  And
there are millions of these kinds of interactions going
on at any given moment.

Because of limiting factors, what occurs naturally in an
area is the most efficient system that could be there.
Working against it means we will forever be fighting
the inevitable.  It only makes sense to use these forces
to our advantage.

Limiting Factors determine how things grow.



Adopt-A-Pond Webpages:
www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org/aap

Extension Service:
http://hillsborough.extension.ufl.edu

Frog Listening Network:
www.seaworld.org/fln/in.htm

Hillsborough County Watershed Atlas:
www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org

LAKEWATCH:
http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu

Science Daily: 
www.sciencedaily.com

Southwest Florida Water Management
District: www.watermatters.org

Tampa Bay Estuary Program:
www.tbep.org

Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners
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Find Kenny– for the last time
Visit These Websites

In the past two issues
we’ve been looking for
Kenny.  He’s erosion.
He keeps hiding some-
where in our photos.
He’s usually playing
somewhere you might
find evidence of his
work.  He’s at it again
for the last time before
he moves on.  So if you
haven’t found Kenny hiding, now’s your last chance.  Look
through the pictures and when you find him, contact us to tell
us exactly where.  We’ll send a prize to the first 20 kids (age 10
and under) to contact us with the right location.   And don’t for-
get to watch for Kenny’s work in the real world everyday.  

Email mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org, call 307-1865, or
mail your answer to the address on the front cover.


