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Wanted: Toad
Real Estate

Toad housing is an up and
coming trend in real estate

development. (See page 2)  It’s
a great summer project!

We want your photos of Toad
Villages.  All participants will

get a prize, and the best
photos will be published.

Lake & Stream News
Special Taxing Districts

Find out how it went!
Page 3

Where We’ve BeenWhere We’ve Been

Education Meetings
- 08-09 Eaglebrook

- 08-11 Crystal Cove

Plantings
- 08-03 Cherry Creek

- 08-02 Kellingrew

- 08-04 Country Run Backyard

- 98-31 Dowdell

- 08-09 Eaglebrook
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Build a Toad Village

Stormwater In Focus
County Central, formerly HTV22, is currently running a 4-
part series on Stormwater during their In Focus magazine
show.  Each of the 15 minute episodes carries the viewer
through different aspects of stormwater management in
Hillsborough County, including one episode on programs,
such as Adopt-A-Pond.  It’s a very informative look at the
work we do and features some familiar faces, including a
couple of pond groups.  We hope this series will explain more
about how we all impact stormwater and generate some
interest in the work you all do on your ponds, lakes, and
streams.  If you get County Central on cable channels 622 or
22, check it out!

If you’d like to order a copy of the DVD, the station can provide them for
$20.00.  (Schools can contact me directly for a discount.)  
Contact 272-5362 for details or visit
www.htv22.org/htv/dubrequest.

See Stormwater In Focus
on County Central.

Kenny’s new friend Toad (see page 8) got us thinking about the homeless toad problem.  With some quick
research, we discovered toady residential development is pretty popular.  We thought it was such a good idea we
decided to tell you about it.

Toads are sensitive to toxins in the environment, and
their habitat is stressed as we build more of our own
houses.  But you can provide toads a safe neighborhood to go about their
jobs of controlling insects.  The design and layout of your Toad Village is
entirely up to you, so find a shady spot and be creative.  Remember, it must
meet these few standards to be up to toad code.

1. Houses can be made of any material, but must have wide openings.
Coffee cans, butter tubs, and old terracotta pots work great.

2. The interior floor must be dirt for toads to dig and arrange to their
liking, so if your house has a bottom, bury it half way.

3. It must be near a source of water.  Toads don’t
swim, but they do sit in shallow water to stay
cool and clean.  Many villages include a
shallow tray of water.  Remember to clean the
pool regularly to prevent mosquitoes.

4. Villages must be relatively free from
predators.  Cats and dogs terrorize toads, so
make sure to build your village where other
animals won’t be a problem.

Toad Villages provide habitat and

add some fun to your garden.



Our annual Lake, Pond & Stream Night was held on
April 18th from 6-9pm at the Museum of Science and
Industry (MOSI).  It’s a time for program participants
and their friends and families to meet, learn
something about lakes, ponds, and streams, and
celebrate all of their accomplishments throughout the
year.

It was our first time holding the event at MOSI.  The
staff and facility were excellent, and they gave us free
rein of the building and all their exhibits!  We had 15
exhibitors from government agencies, environmental
centers, companies that do work in lakes, ponds and
streams, and this year, our first-ever exhibit from a
Pond Group.  We also hosted three featured
presentations on frogs, microirrigation, and Florida’s
springs.  Approximately 350 people attended the
event.  Raffle prizes were donated by our ten sponsors, and they
really got into it.  We gave away a hand-painted rain barrel, gift
certificates, a digital camera, $200 cash, and everything in between.
Officer Snook and “Can Do” were there dancing and greeting guests too.

It was certainly a great evening for us.  I personally
enjoyed seeing so many of you again and meeting more
new people.  I hope those of you who attended enjoyed it
as well and were able to meet others, share ideas, and learn
something new.  Thanks to all our exhibitors and guests for
coming out, and thanks for all your work throughout the
year.
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2008 Lake, Pond & Stream Night Recap

LPS Night was a great time to find out what

others are doing in lakes, ponds, &

streams.

A Special Thanks Again to our
Speakers and Sponsors

Speakers

Kelly Holland, Environmental Protection Commission

Maria Carver, Hillsborough Extension

Dave Dewitt, Southwest Florida Water Management

District

Sponsors

� Aquatic Specialists- Charles Holloway’s Lake

Front Beach Cleaning

� Ayers Associates

� BCI Engineers & Scientists

� GPI Southeast

� Hillsborough County Extension

� Jones Edmunds & Associates

� McKim & Creed

� Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan

� Tampa Bay Estuary Program

� USF Florida Center for Community Design and

Research

Officer Snook greets guests at LPS Night.



Pond Plant Spotlight–Pickerelweed
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Check them out: 06-34 Summer Springs
Summer Springs Pond is located in south Riverview in a new
development.  The residents contacted us right away to begin managing
their pond before any problems occurred and got out of hand.  Like most
new ponds, it was bare with new grass to the water and a few weeds popping
up here or there on the large shelf area.  No cleanup needed here!

But right as they were beginning, an engineering problem was discovered and
the pond had to be redesigned.  That was no problem for Adopt-A-Pond.  We
waited until the work was finished and then held a large neighborhood
planting.  The Group Representative did her job and told everyone about the
planting, and this community really came together to
make it happen!  Over 18 people were in the water at the
event.

Not only did they come together for the planting, but this
group took the idea of management to heart and learned
all they could about how to care for the pond and how to
effectively work with an aquatic management company.  

The result?  Well, you can see for yourself.  In six short
months, look at the changes they’ve made!  But the job
isn’t over for Summer Springs.  They still need to finish
planting other areas and decide what they want to do
with the shelf.  But with a good start, an effective Group
Rep, and an involved community, we can expect great
things from this pond.  I hope they’ll apply for the next
Pond Judging.

Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata) is an old staple for Adopt-A-Pond
veterans.  It is hardy, spreads well, and grows in a wide range of aquatic
conditions.  Pickerelweed grows to about 2 or 3 feet and produces stalks of purple
flowers throughout the warmer months.  It is easily recognizable by its glossy

triangle-shaped leaves, though leaf shapes can vary.
Pickerelweed was once thought to be a host for the pickerel
fish, or pike, hence the name.  

This plant grows well from the high water line to about a foot
of water, and does best standing in shallow water.  It spreads
to form thick clumps but is limited by depth.  This makes it a
perfect plant for both narrow banks and wide littoral shelves
where it will outcompete most invasives with only minor
maintenance.  Pickerelweed provides excellent habitat for
young fish and frogs, and you’ll find wading birds and ducks
hanging around almost immediately after planting.

If you haven’t tried this plant in your pond yet, you’re
definitely missing out.

Pickerelweed is beautiful

and hardy.

In December 2006, before planting.

In April 2008, six months

after planting.
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Lake & Stream News

� The Watershed Atlas
revamp is still in the
works.  Watch for the new
and improved format soon.

What’s New

www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org

Lakes are great resources to live around, but living
around a lake also brings certain challenges.
Management issues often involve several property
owners and management actions can be expensive to
implement.  One solution to both of these problems is a
Special Taxing District.

A Special Taxing District is a quasi-governmental body
that is formed by a community to manage issues that
pertain to that community alone.  It has the power to
impose fees on the property owners within its bound-
aries which are collected through the tax roll, hence the
name “taxing district.”

Mary Mahoney, with the Hillsborough County
Management and Budget Department, explained some
of the details for us.  First, interested communities

should contact her to get specific details.  Her office will then guide a group through the petition
process in which a majority of the affected property owners must approve.  Ultimately, a Board of
Trustees will be created to handle the affairs of the district with minimal oversight from the County.

Mary suggests that interested communities on smaller lakes may want to band together in a district
covering several lakes.  This will provide a large enough base of support to make the board’s efforts
worthwhile and to cover costs such as required annual audits.

Special Taxing Districts may not be right for every situation, but they can provide a means for a com-
munity to deal with local issues that require more organization than can be achieved by residents on
their own.

For more information, contact Mary Mahoney at 272-6586.

Special Taxing Districts

Lake Volunteers Needed
Lots of lakes across the county don’t have

volunteers.  We’d like to see one on every lake.

These are just a few lakes without volunteers:

Edna, Fairy, Faye, Gass

To find out if your lake has a volunteer, visit

www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org.



By Lisa Strange, FYN Community Association Coordinator

The following is the fifth in a series of articles on the
nine principles from the Florida-Friendly Landscaping
concept. This concept seeks to produce attractive, low-
maintenance, environmentally-friendly landscapes that
also provide habitat for wildlife and reduce the spread of
invasive plants. 

Over-dependence on pesticides has led to problems such
as pest resistance, destruction of helpful insects, and
contamination of water resources.  Integrated pest
management (IPM) is an approach that combines
biological, cultural, physical and chemical methods to
minimize environmental risk.  By using other means of
control first, the use of harsher, more toxic chemicals is
reduced.  IPM represents a series of steps that are
repeated, modified, prevented or avoided, monitored,
managed and evaluated.  An example of applying step
strategies would be to choose resistant plant species, reduce
irrigation and fertilizers, scout and manually remove pests,
cut out affected areas, and spot-treat affected plants or
areas.  

Over-watering and fertilizing causes excessive growth
which makes plants desirable to insects and disease.  By
scouting (keeping your eye on the plant) you can determine
the point where the plant looks the way you want without
encouraging problems. 

Less than 1% of all insects are bad.  Beneficial insects
naturally keep pests under control.  A healthy plant can
tolerate pests while beneficial insects, birds and other
natural controls keep problem insects in check.  Biological
control uses natural enemies to balance populations.  There
are several non-chemical controls that are effective and
environmentally safe.  Insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils,
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), and even forceful streams of
water can reduce pest populations.

Proper pest identification can reduce spraying of
unnecessary chemicals.  To prevent costly misdiagnosis,
become familiar with a few common yard insects and know
which are beneficial like Lady beetles, Syrphid fly and
lacewing larvae, and parasitic wasps.  For example, Chinch
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Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Principle: Manage Pests Responsibly

Assasin bugs are one of many beneficial

insects that are protected and used by IPM.

The FYN Community Association Outreach program in Hillsborough and Polk counties is

funded by the Southwest Florida Water Management District and the Boards of County

Commissioners of Hillsborough and Polk counties.

bugs feed on St. Augustine grass and are found in dry
full sun, sometimes close to concrete.  Their natural
enemy is the Big-eyed bug, which ironically looks
similar to a chinch bug.  Many times the natural enemy
is destroyed because of simple misidentification.
Earwigs and parasitic wasps are also natural enemies
of the Chinch bug.  To learn more about common pests
and identification go to the University of Florida’s
websites, http://woodypest.ifas.ufl.edu and
http://creatures.ifas.ufl.edu or the Guide to Florida-
friendly Landscaping: Florida Yards & Neighborhoods
Handbook.

Contact your local County UF/IFAS Extension office
for more information on Florida-friendly landscaping
or visit floridayards.org.  To order one free Florida-
friendly Handbook and plant list from the Southwest
Florida Water Management District, go to
watermatters.org.  Adopt-A-Pond Groups also
receive one in their Adopt-A-Pond Notebook.  For
more information on the Florida Yards &
Neighborhoods program, go to http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu
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Last quarter we discussed easements in this column.

This time we’re looking at a related issue that has a

major impact on Adopt-A-Pond: wetlands.

One of the biggest

misconceptions we run

into regarding wetlands is

the confusion of legal

definition and common

usage.  Generally

speaking, a wetland is any

area of land that contains

water at or above the

surface for the greater

portion of the year and

supports wetland

vegetation.  So by that

definition any body of

water is a wetland.  But

we’re more concerned

about wetlands as defined

in law.  These laws can be slightly

different depending on the agency,

but in most cases we’re dealing

with the Hillsborough County

Wetland Rule.  

Under the Wetland Rule, a wetland

is any area that exhibits two or

more wetland indicators.  The

determination is made by a trained

scientist using “reasonable

scientific judgement.”  The

indicators fall into a few

categories.

Hydrology. If the area has water

flowing across it or groundwater near the surface, that’s

a good indication of a wetland. 

Soils. Wetland conditions cause soils to form in certain

ways.  If an area has “hydric” soils, it had wetland

conditions there for a long period of time.  This is

determined from soil maps published by the US

Geological Survey and can be measured in the field by

taking soil samples.

Biology. Wetlands are also home to a specific set of

plants, known as hydric species.  The presence of these

plants indicates a wetland.

Refresher Course: Wetlands

There are many more details that you can learn about

by taking some classes in the science, but you get the

idea.

Obviously this is not

something set in stone,

and the precise limits of

a wetland get argued

frequently, but once an

area is designated as a

wetland, it carries very

high levels of protection

under the Wetland Rule.

Any work proposed in a

wetland must be

permitted in advance,

(even vegetation

removal such as

mowing, etc.) and

major alterations are

prohibited.  This is good news for

many homeowners who value the

natural space they often pay a

premium to own or live adjacent

to.  

Often, wetlands are “delineated”

during the development of a

neighborhood and may be

designated as conservation

easements, or any of several

other legal means of setting

them apart.

Wetlands aren’t allowed in

Adopt-A-Pond because of the

permitting process and the potential for major

alteration through our program.  But this doesn’t mean

wetland owners are out of luck.  Work that enhances

the function of the wetland is very easily permitted,

and permits are free.  Plus, there are plenty of

resources that can help you work out permittable plans,

such as Pond Walk.

So once again, know your easements when you buy,

and understand the laws that are in place to protect the

public good.  If they work within these laws, wetland

owners can have beautiful, productive lands that are

legally guaranteed to remain that way. 

Wetlands are defined by a set of characteristics.

This GIS map shows a 1938 aerial with

modern USGS wetlands (green) and cur-

rent road locations (white lines).



Adopt-A-Pond Webpages:

www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org/aap

Extension Office:

http://hillsborough.extension.ufl.edu

Frog Listening Network:

www.seaworld.org/fln/in.htm

Hillsborough County Watershed Atlas:

www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org

LAKEWATCH:

http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu

Science Daily: 

www.sciencedaily.com

Southwest Florida Water Management

District: www.watermatters.org

Tampa Bay Estuary Program:

www.tbep.org

Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners

An Affirmative Action-Equal Opportunity Employer
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Meet Toad!
Visit These Websites

If you’ve been following

this section, you’ll

remember that we didn’t

get a single response to

our Ecology Critter

spot.  So last issue,

we let you know how

disappointed we were.

Right after that ran, I got a

message from Plant City

government that they had a critter for

us!  He’s not an Ecology Critter like Kenny, but he

is the mascot for their Homeless Toad Prevention classes.  He helps

kids learn about backyard habitats and teaches them how to make

toad houses.  It’s like Habitat for Humanity...only not for humans.

Toad is the creation of Danielle Piper.  Thanks Danielle.  We are

glad to know Kenny isn’t the only critter working in the area and

we hope to see more of them.  In honor of their new friendship,

we’ve included an article about building your own Toad Village on

page 2.  For more on the Plant City Homeless Toad Prevention

program, contact Shawna at 757-9289, or email

severidge@plantcitygov.com


