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2009 Best Maintained Pond Competition
It’s time once again for our annual Best Maintained Pond
Competition. This is an opportunity for pond groups to show
off what they’ve accomplished in their ponds and a chance to
get feedback from professionals on how your pond is doing.
To make it fun, our judges rank all the ponds according to
various criteria such as overall appearance, ecology, habitat,
etc. The highest scoring pond is declared our Best
Maintained Pond of the year and receives a special prize, a
special sign for the pond, a feature in this newsletter, and the
cover shot in our AAP calendar.
To be a part of the competition, you have to apply.
How does your pond measure up? Apply for Applications are sent to all pond group representatives and
are available on the watershed atlas website. Remember, this
the pond judging to find out!
is only for actual Adopt-A-Ponds. Applications must be
received by October 1, 2009. The judging will take place later in October. All applicants will receive a prize for
participating, recognition in this newsletter, and all the judges’ comments about your pond.
Because none of the judges know your pond history, they are judging it only on what they see from their
perspective as environmental professionals. Plus, you only compete against the other ponds that have applied.
This means it doesn’t matter what stage of restoration your pond is in, you stand a fair chance at winning. In fact,
we are often surprised by the results. Brand new ponds sometimes score higher than older, overly-managed ones,
and last year’s winner was a very naturally landscaped gem that scored very high on habitat and native species!
This year, it could be your pond!

Florida Friendly Landscaping Law
Ever thought about Florida Friendly landscaping in your yard?
Maybe you’re one of the thousands across the state that already
have this low-maintenance, low-water use landscaping style. Or
maybe you’ve considered it but felt you couldn’t because your
community association wouldn’t allow it. Well, good news! A
recent bill that took effect in Florida this summer says that
community associations cannot restrict residents from installing
Florida Friendly landscapes.
Florida Friendly landscaping isn’t a specific look, but a set of
principles that we have detailed extensively in past editions of this
newsletter. If you follow these principles, you’ll end up with a
healthy yard that looks great and survives well in the unique
climate of Florida. That means you won’t be heaping fertilizer,
pesticides, and water (translation: $$) onto the yard to make it survive. Since it isn’t a prescribed type of landscape,
you also have the freedom to make your yard a more creative expression of your own style while still looking great.
For help designing your Florida yard, contact the Florida Yards & Neighborhoods program at www.floridayards.org or
813-744-5519. And don’t forget, your Adopt-A-Pond group is eligible for extra incentives just for having Florida Yards
in your neighborhood nearby.
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Trash Tracker—a new program
We get calls about trash in ponds, lakes, and streams all the
time. This very visible type of pollution not only makes
our communities look bad, but clogs drains, impacts
wildlife, and can transport pollutants into water ways.
Trash is also a very preventable type of pollution. Since it
comes from people, we can stop it. But to stop it, we need
to know where it is. That’s why we’ve created the Trash
Tracker program.
The concept is simple. You sign up to monitor a site in a
water body near you. At your own convenience, you clean
up the trash in that area and report how much organic
(leaves, grass, sticks, etc) and inorganic (cans, bottles,
plastic) you collect each month. This program not only
keeps your site clean, but provides information that we use
to identify “hot spots” of trash and the litterbugs that leave
it. It’s perfect for service projects and school groups.
Trash Trackers keep ponds, lakes, & streams clean.
As an added bonus, people who sign up for Trash Tracker become eligible for a very special discounted lease rate on
trash catching devices and the service to maintain them, collect the trash, and report it for you. This is being provided
by participating companies that want to sponsor your efforts and help keep our communities clean. This is a great
opportunity for those of you who have been asking for a way to contain the trash in your pond, lake, or stream. Now
you don’t even have to buy the device!
To sign up, go to www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org and click on the Trash Tracker link or call 813-635-5400.

Muskgrass is SAV. Look at the clear water!

Underwater Workhorse—SAV

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation, or SAV, refers to any plants that
grow entirely under the surface of the water. Occasionally certain
SAV plants may break the surface or survive out of the water in
the shallows, but this is distinct from emergent vegetation, which
typically grows sticking up from the water, like irises, etc.
Adopt-A-Pond stresses both emergent and submerged vegetation
to make a healthy pond, but somehow, it seems the submerged
plants always fall by the wayside. The truth is, these little
unassuming plants are actually the most necessary to keeping a
pond clean. Emergents can only go so far, and because they are
confined to the shallows, we often just can’t get enough coverage.
But to really get that clear water and healthy fish populations, you
need ample SAV. Pond Groups that have the likes of muskgrass, tapegrass, bacopa, and naiad can tell you they
simply don’t have the same issues as ponds with no SAV.
If you’ve got SAV, don’t try to eliminate it! If it gets pesky in some spots, control it, but keep it healthy. If you
don’t have it, start with bacopa and red ludwigia. If conditions can handle it, tapegrass may be a good option.
And for a Clydesdale of an SAV, try out muskgrass. It won’t break the surface, but will give you a lush green
carpet with clear water and lots of safe little spots for fish to grow up!
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Real Florida Landscaping
Florida friendly landscaping is about a yard that
makes sense. It’s about making a landscape that
fits the conditions of a site and reflects the
unique beauty of Florida. Truth is, it isn’t a
new concept. People have been landscaping
like this for decades. Prior to the suburban
boom following WWII, it was the only way to
landscape! As people moved here from the
north, they brought a taste for northern
landscapes. Chemical fertilizers, irrigation
systems, and powered mowers made it possible
to replicate that here...for a price. Now that we
know how these items affect our lakes, rivers,
and water supply, yards are starting to look like
Florida again.
So what does a Florida
Florida yards are nothing new. They’re what
yard look like? It’s hard to
make sense in Florida.
say, because it’s not a list
of plants or materials. It’s
a set of principles that help
us make decisions about
landscaping. The rest is a
matter of art and
preference. Here are some
pictures of Florida yards,
old and new, to give you an
idea.

Duck Potato does great in
lots of wet areas.

Pond Plant Spotlight– Duck Potato
Duck Potato (Sagittaria lancifolia) is a very common freshwater plant
found in lots of wet places. You can even find it growing in roadside
ditches. Many Adopt-A-Pond groups use Duck Potato because of its
hearty nature and ability to survive fluctuating water levels.
Duck Potato has flat lance-shaped leaves and stands about 4 feet high. It
produces white flowers at the end of stalks reaching up another foot or
so. The flowers develop into a hard fruit resembling a potato. It blooms
all summer.
The plant spreads slightly to form clumps, but is not very aggressive. Its
height makes it useful in a variety of water depths. Duck Potato makes a
great staple in any aquascape.
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FLMS Restoration Grant Recipients
In the last issue we announced the Florida
Lake Management Society (FLMS)
Shoreline Restoration Grants that were
available to residents of Hillsborough
County lakes. FLMS wanted to give the
money to homeowners who often need help
with their restoration efforts. But as a
primarily professional organization, they
don’t have much contact with local
residents. So, FLMS approached us to
administer the grant for them, since we
have contacts in the community (that’s
you).
We worked with FLMS to understand what
kind of projects they wanted to fund and
advertised it to you. Several lake residents
applied. We evaluated the applications to
see if they fit the profile, ranked them, and
sent them to FLMS. FLMS then evaluated
them, and decided which projects they
would fund. So now, the selected
applicants have been notified, and we want to say Congratulations to them all.
Residents on Lake Morley in North Tampa applied for several grants and were awarded all of them. Their projects
are part of a whole lake restoration that the residents have been conducting for the past year or more. They’re using
the grant to pay for beneficial native plants to replace the nuisance species they are removing.
A resident on Lake Thonotosassa is doing a similar project to enhance fish habitat and help combat algae. He’s using
his grant to buy plants as well.
We’d like to offer our encouragement to these residents who have decided to make a difference in their lakes. And
we’d like to thank FLMS for giving us the opportunity to help our residents with their projects. It’s one more
example of partnerships that benefit everyone. These aren’t large grants, but they certainly help. These residents
were able to take advantage of it because they already had a plan in action.
To those that applied and weren’t selected, don’t be discouraged. By applying, you helped demonstrate the interest in
this kind of program and hopefully more opportunities like this will come our way. We’ll keep scouting them out for
you and you keep working on your lakes.
If every lake resident took this much of an active part in their lake, imagine how great our waters would be!
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What’s Up with Triploid Grass Carp
Triploid Grass Carp, commonly called Grass Carp, are a sterilized
fish used to help control aquatic vegetation. They’ve been around
for many years now, but people are still confused about their use
and application.
It’s important to understand that these fish are not a cure-all for
pond or lake problems. They can be an effective tool for use in
pond or lake management, but like any tool, their effectiveness
depends on how well they are used.
There are many things that Grass Carp will eat and many things
they do not prefer. They’ll eat their favorites first and only move
to other types as they’re forced to do so. We recommend Grass
Carp for control of fast-growing submerged aquatic plants such as
hydrilla. If these plants aren’t a problem for you, you
Triploid Grass Carp are large sterile fish used to
probably don’t need carp. They won’t control grasses,
eat vegetation in ponds and lakes. They can do
duckweeds, or algae very well at all.
a great job, but they must be used carefully.
You must have a permit from the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) to stock Grass Carp. This permit is free (See www.myfwc.com). FWC will permit
a maximum number of fish for your water body. This doesn’t mean you should stock the maximum number. In fact
it’s best to start low and work up to an effective control level. Too many fish will quickly strip a pond or lake and
leave you with algae problems. FWC will require barriers on places where the fish might exit your water body. The
applicant has to construct these barriers to the specifications provided by FWC. Hillsborough County must also
approve any barriers placed on public drainage structures. Contact the Public Works Department Stormwater Services
Group about that at 813-272-5912.
Compared to other methods of control, Grass Carp can be a relatively inexpensive and effective form of control with
few side effects to the overall lake environment. But used wrongly they can be devastating. Once they are introduced
they are difficult to remove. If you think you need Grass Carp, email mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org or call 813635-5400 for help evaluating the situation. Lastly, and most importantly, remember that these are not the same as koi
or other carp. Don’t try to substitute and never move any fish from one water body to another. This can lead to major
environmental and legal problems. I’ve seen it firsthand. Don’t jump the gun and end up in trouble when it only
takes a phone call or email to get help.

Send us your photos for the 2010 Calendar
It’s time to start making our 2010 calendar. This year, it’s not just about ponds.
We’re accepting pictures from any of our programs. So pull out those cameras and
send us your best shots of Adopt-A-Ponds, Lakewatch Lakes, and Stream
Waterwatch sites. The preferred format is digital at 300 dpi or greater. 8 x 10 prints
are also accepted. Along with your photo, we need the photographer’s name,
location of the shot including the water body, date of the photo, and a title or one
sentence description. Submitted photos will not be returned and will be kept on file
for potential use in other publications. Photos must be received by October 15.
We’ll notify you if your photo is selected for the calendar. We’re excited to see what
you’ve got! Send submissions to mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org, or to the
address on the front of this newsletter.
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Refresher Course: Drainage Systems
Stormwater management is about moving water from
one place to another safely. Without good management,
the rain water that falls will take the path of least
resistance downhill until it reaches the lowest point.
Often, this would take it through buildings or into roads,
where it would stack up. We call that a flood, and no
one wants that. The damage and costs associated with it
are devastating.

water...” or, “when the County put that water in
here...” Certainly, no one is infallible, including
County workers, so we always evaluate those claims
seriously. But often, the problem is a case of
misunderstanding.

A stormwater pipe is not like a factory pipe that
releases substances from inside the factory.
Stormwater pipes are basically just tubes that convey
So, someone has to take care of it, right? That
the water safely underground. Without them, that
responsibility often falls to local government. After all,
same water would be flowing over the ground where it
our purpose is to provide the
might cause trouble. Usually
the pipes take the water to
services that we need to keep a
The drainage system starts at our yards.
community running.
exactly where it was trying to
go anyway...that is the nearest
Hillsborough County, like most
low point. Blaming the pipe for the
counties, is responsible for handling
problem is like blaming the straw
stormwater management within its
for what’s in the cup! The straw
boundaries. Of course, as a public
and the pipe are just conduits. What
entity, we have to make sure that our
goes through them comes from
services are fair and equitable to
somewhere else. And since the
everyone that lives here. So the
water that goes into stormwater
County Commissioners have set
pipes is collected from our yards,
guidelines about what kind of things
roads, etc., what gets in it, is
we are responsible for and to what
precisely what we all put there
extent.
(fertilizer, trash, grass clippings,
dirt, etc.).
Basically, the County handles
drainage issues that affect the public.
When that stuff causes problems, we
This means we don’t come onto a
call it Non-Point Source (NPS)
private ranch to keep the field from
pollution because we can’t point to
flooding or regrade your patio so it
a single source. It’s coming from
doesn’t puddle by the door. But if it affects
everywhere. The County recognizes that
roads or other public assets, we’ll be there.
NPS pollution is a public problem and is
Sometimes that means we have to work
proactively addressing it all the time.
across private property and that is what Drainage pipes are just tubes. That’s why this newsletter exists. In
easements are for (see the Spring 2008
fact, Hillsborough County is more
issue of this newsletter for more on easements).
proactive than many local governments. Our programs
are nationally recognized as models for other places to
Of course, when we have to deal with residents that are
copy. We also evaluate public drainage improvement
concerned about their homes and property, especially if
projects for water quality concerns and include as
there is damage, residents can often be agitated and
much treatment in our system as feasible. But the
frustrated—understandably so. Frequently, that
County can’t do it alone.
frustration finds a convenient target in the County or its
workers. Nevertheless, we always strive to maintain our
The best way to handle pollution in stormwater is to
professional objectivity and do the job within the bounds
identify where it gets into the pipe, and stop putting it
of laws and regulations.
in. When we trace our system back to the source,
We often hear people say things to us like, “Your

we’re standing in your yard or business and mine.
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Moth alarms
Have you ever noticed that a moth’s antennae sometimes look
like feathers? That fuzz, is actually a very sensitive sonar
detector. Bats eat moths and they find them in the dark by
using their sonar. But with their detectors, moths can pick up
the sonar wave before it gets back to the bat. The problem is
they only have a fraction of a second to get out of the way.
Since the fastest way to go is straight down, the moth will
simply fold its wings and drop to the ground when it picks up
the sonar.
You can watch this happen by making your own sonar waves.
It’s easy! Just go to a light at night where moths are
Moths sometimes use their
fluttering around and jingle your keys! The keys can make the same pitches
antennae to detect bat sonar.
as the bat sonar. When the keys hit the right pitch, the moths will drop to the
ground right in front of you. You might have to play with it a bit to get the right sound. If it doesn’t work, try adding
a few keys or taking a few off the ring. Don’t worry, it doesn’t hurt the moths. But don’t do it too many times...no
one likes it when the alarm keeps going off for no reason.
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