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Did you know that Florida Lakewatch owns an aquatic plant

harvester?  They rent this machine out to volunteers as

available.  

The machine is a 31-foot by 12-foot barge that has a movable

cutter and storage area.  The machine is operated by driving it

through the water, cutting up the vegetation, and storing it on

the deck.  It cuts to seven feet deep and has a five foot swath.

When the deck is full, the cut material has to be unloaded

onto the shoreline or into a container for hauling away.

This machine is ideal for controlling nuisance vegetation in

smaller water bodies, without the more permanent and potentially negative impacts of many other methods.

Volunteers can rent this machine for $50 per hour without an operator or $100 per hour with an operator.  There is a

delivery and pickup cost of $100.  Disposal and permitting must be arranged by the renter.  Site conditions must be

acceptable for safe use of the harvester.  It requires a firm boat ramp.

If you’re interested in renting this harvester, contact John McGee at 744-5671 or mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org

to discuss your situation.

Mow Your Lake

Schedule A Pond Walk Today!

Do you want to learn more about your pond?  Then schedule a Pond Walk and have one of our volunteer pond experts

guide you through a tour of your pond.

Our pond experts will help you:

U Identify plants in and around the pond, 
especially nuisance exotic plants that can 
become a maintenance problem.

U Identify pond maintenance and 
management activities that can be 
accomplished by your pond group during 
pond work days.

U Preview your neighborhood as a potential 
applicant for the Adopt-A-Pond program.

U Provide continuing education and guidance 
for pond groups who are already in the 
Adopt-A-Pond program.   

Pond Walks are available to any group with

a pond in unincorporated Hillsborough

County.  They can be scheduled Monday -

Thursday, including evenings.  To schedule

a Pond Walk for your neighborhood, e-mail

us at aragonj@hillsboroughcounty.org or

call 744-5671.

A Pond Walk is a great way to learn more about your pond.

Lake Inspections

If you live on a lake, don’t fret.  Lake inspections are available
too!  A lake expert can come out and give you a free courtesy
evaluation.  It’s the perfect way to get some unbiased insight
on your lake.  E-mail mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org or
call 744-5671.
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2011 Lake, Pond & Stream Night - A Big Success!

The Stormwater Education Programs team held their annual Lake,
Pond and Stream Night at the Florida Aquarium on March 25th.   It
was a private event open to program participants and their guests.
It turned out to be a big success with close to 400 people attending
and 20 very informative environmental exhibitors.

Throughout the evening, three presentations were featured in the
Coral Reef room of the aquarium.  The first presentation on “What
Have Trees Done For Me Lately?,” was by Shawn Landry, from
the USF Florida Center for Community Design and Research.  He
explained that large trees in urban areas not only help reduce home
energy cooling costs, they also raise property values, benefit
businesses by increased spending, reduce aggression and crime,
and lead to healthier residents.  This is in addition to all the
environmental benefits they provide.

Anthony Betts, from the University of South Florida, showed the results of
his research in the second presentation on “Results are in!  What’s going
on in Adopt-A-Pond?”  He looked at 90 ponds from the program and
compared them to 11 outside the program.  A big part of his study was
looking at plant coverage.  He stressed the importance of increasing native
plant coverage in ponds to better treat stormwater.

The final presentation of the evening on “Gators and Snakes and Fish, Oh
My!” was from Krista McKean, from Lowry Park Zoo.  Did you know that
alligators have 80 teeth?  Ouch!  Luckily most of their time is spent lazily
basking or cruising the waterways, leaving us alone.    

Not only did guests learn a lot from these presenters, they also got to enjoy
the backdrop of the massive aquarium wall in
the room.  The Florida Aquarium provided a
nice venue for guests to enjoy the sights and
sounds of our aquatic friends up close.
Thanks to all of the exhibitors, presenters,
volunteers, and guests for helping make this
event a success.  We had a great time at the
event and hope you did too!  Until next year...

Guests enjoyed all

the fun activities and

displays offered by

event exhibitors!

The large turn-out of guests helped make the

event a success.



The Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP) has launched an innovative campaign to help everyone in Pinellas County
learn about water pollution from nitrogen in lawn fertilizer.  The TBEP hired social marketing firm Salter>Mitchell
to design the campaign.  This firm is responsible for the nationally popular Truth anti-smoking ads, which is the first
program to actually achieve a reduction in teen smoking!

Now this team has come up with the concept of “Be Floridian” which tells us to “Protect Fun” by skipping fertilizer
this summer.  As we all know, Florida is about sun and fun, not slaving over

yard work in the punishing heat.  Studies have shown that residential lawn
fertilizer is the biggest source of algae blooms in our lakes, rivers and

Tampa Bay.  By not applying it in the hottest, wettest time of year, we
keep it from ruining our fun on the water!  Who knew blowing off
some yard work would make Tampa more fun!

But won’t that make the grass look bad?  Not so!  It’s a little known
fact that depending on where you live, you might not even need
fertilizer at all.  Some soil types will grow great grass with little
effort.  Reclaimed water already has all the nitrogen your grass
needs.  Even rain has nitrogen in it.  

Because this is a Pinellas County campaign, you won’t see too much
of it on this side of the Bay.  But for the most part, what’s good on
one side, is good on the other!  So if you’d like to check out this
innovative campaign and learn something in the process, go to
www.befloridian.org and Be Floridian!

Buttonbush (Cephalanthus Occidentalis) is a native North
American plant species.  It’s a flowering shrub, but occasionally
matures into a small tree.  This lovely plant thrives in wet areas
and can be found in a variety of wetland soils including swamps,
the edges of ponds, rivers and lakes, and sometimes submerged
in up to 4 feet of water.  It’s helpful in controlling erosion and is
great habitat for aquatic wildlife.  It can survive in partial shade
but really flourishes in full sunlight.  Besides some light pruning,
it’s very low maintenance. 

Buttonbush is easily recognized by its dark green, shiny leaves
and its cotton ball-like flower heads.  Buttonbush is a deciduous
species, so it loses its leaves in the winter.  Its flower heads and
small fruits blossom in the spring and summer time, releasing a
delightfully sweet fragrance. The fragrance is known to attract
butterflies and hummingbirds. 

Buttonbush makes a wonderful addition to your Florida lake or pond, where wet soils
are plentiful and sunshine is abundant. 

Pond Plant Spotlight – Buttonbush
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Be Floridian!

by Haley Carmack



Hillsborough County has a YouTube channel, and now you can find videos from the Stormwater Environmental
Programs team.  You might have seen us from time to time on Hillsborough Television (HTV), but now we’re
bringing you highlights from our events, information on programs, and other entertaining videos you can use to help
manage your ponds, lakes, and streams.

Have you ever wondered what happens behind-the-scenes at a filming?  We recently had the opportunity to

experience this and have the video to prove it!  Check out our behind-the-scenes video of the filming of the

Southwest Florida Water Management District’s “Florida-Friendly Fertilizing” campaign on the County’s YouTube

channel to see funny out-takes and filming tricks of the trade.  

Check us out at www.youtube.com/HillsboroughCounty under Stormwater Management.  Let us know what you

think!
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District launches “Florida-Friendly Fertilizing” campaign

The Southwest Florida Water Management District

(SWFWMD) recently kicked off a new campaign to help

residents learn proper lawn fertilizing practices.

Many people don’t know when to fertilize, how much to buy,

how to read a fertilizer label and select the right fertilizer for

their soil type, how much to apply, and how much water is

needed to water-in the fertilizer.

Recent studies have shown that rising nitrate levels in many

local water bodies can be traced to fertilizer. Nitrate is a form of nitrogen that is found in inorganic fertilizers.

Fertilizers applied improperly can run off lawns and into local water bodies, harming water quality and threatening

the plants and animals that depend on clean water for survival.

The campaign focuses on these Florida-Friendly Fertilizing tips:

•  Use slow-release fertilizers.

•  Always follow package directions.

•  Don’t fertilize before a heavy rain.

•  Fertilize only when needed and only when grass is actively growing.

The District has created a series of tools to help residents learn to apply

fertilizer appropriately. By visiting WaterMatters.org/fertilizing,

residents can get step-by-step instructions on fertilizing appropriately

as well as watch a series of corresponding how-to videos, featuring

Summer Springs Pond from the Adopt-A-Pond program. Residents

can order the free 15-page, “Do-It-Yourself Guide to Florida-Friendly

Fertilizing” for additional information.

Fertilizing properly is one of the nine principles of Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM, a set of guidelines developed by

the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences to protect our natural resources while

promoting beautiful landscapes.  

“Improperly applied fertilizers are

harmful to our water bodies.” -
SWFWMD

Order your free “Do-It-Yourself Guide to

Florida-Friendly Fertilizing” today.

We’re On YouTube! 



Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM - The Smart Way to Grow
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by Lynn Barber, Hillsborough County Extension

This is a great time of year to get off the couch and into your landscape!  Don’t know where to start?  We can help!

Go to:  http://www.floridayards.org/

This site contains four sections with excellent resources for homeowners and landscaping professionals alike.  It is a

collaboration involving the University of Florida, Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM Program, Southwest Florida Water

Management District (SWFWMD) and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP).  Each section of this

website contains information to help you get started, plan and complete your landscape project while providing

research based information.  Section summaries follow:

Florida-Friendly Landscaping 101: Environmental protection

begins in your yard.  Learn about Florida-Friendly

landscaping, pick up some landscaping tips and see

examples of landscape designs.  You can download a copy of

“A Guide to Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM” which covers each

of the nine Florida-Friendly Landscaping principles and much more.  

Interactive Yard: Learn how to transform your yard and

lawn into a Florida-Friendly landscape design that will be the

envy of the neighborhood.  You'll also learn about features

like microirrigation, compost bins, and rain barrels that make

a yard environmentally-friendly.

Florida-Friendly Plant Database:

Find Florida plants for your landscape

and Florida garden. Learn about

Florida-Friendly plants including

Florida natives and non-native

adaptive plants that require little

irrigation or fertilizer, are low maintenance and attract wildlife.  Select your region in Florida

and the type of plants on which you want information.  The categories include:  flowers

(annuals and perennials), shrubs, trees, palms/palm-like, groundcovers, vines and grasses. 

Professional’s Corner: If you are a developer or landscaping

professional, get the facts about Florida-Friendly landscaping and

learn how others are responding to consumer demand for low-

impact yards.  Success and changing landscape stories are very

informative.

So, no more couch potato.  Let’s get outdoors and grow something!

If you have questions or need additional assistance, please contact

the Hillsborough County Extension office at 744-5519.  Master

Gardeners are on duty Monday through Friday, or visit our office at

5339 County Road 579, Seffner, FL  33584.  More information is

also available on our site:  http://hillsborough.ifas.ufl.edu/.

Look at this beautiful Florida-Friendly yard!
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Refresher Course: How to “Green” Up Your Home

You’ve heard from “The Save The Watts Guy” about home energy savings.  You’ve heard from Can-Do about

recycling.  But there are also things you can do outside your house to have less impact on the environment.  

With development, the natural drainage of an area is changed.  Streets, sidewalks, and driveways all direct rain water

quickly off to the nearest storm drain.  Rooftops are the same way.  Nothing is absorbed by these impervious (solid)

surfaces.  Even your yards are designed with a slope for drainage.  You can help bring back the natural flow of the

land.  Next time it rains, watch how the water flows off your yard.  Working with nature, you can re-design your

landscape to increase rain water storage, reuse, evaporation, and drainage.      

There are many ways you can “green”up your home.  Some examples include:

Rain Gardens

Now that you’ve watched how the water flows off your yard, think about keeping it on your yard.  Rain gardens are

made to help slow down and soak-up water before it leaves your yard.  They can be planted anywhere there is a low

spot, but not where there is standing water for long periods of time.  Make sure to stay at least 10 feet away from the

foundation of your house.  Use native plants that like a bit of water, but that can also survive times with no water.  For

example, Gulf muhly grass, Golden canna, and Buttonbush are great for rain gardens.  

Porous Pavement

The typical cement driveways and sidewalks are not porous and don’t allow water to seep into them.  As a result,

water flows quickly off these surfaces.  By replacing solid concrete with a material that allows water to pass through

and soak into the ground below, you are using the idea of porous pavement.  Porous pavement can be made out of

gravel, crushed shells, plastic/cement lattice with vegetation, and pavers.  Add some visual interest to your house

while being green!

Rain Barrels

Rain barrels are a great way to collect rain water from your roof for use in your garden.  They are

easy to make with a large, heavy duty plastic trash can or a 55 gallon food-grade barrel.  Install a

spigot towards the bottom of the barrel and you are ready to set it up.  You can even buy ready-

made barrels to match your decor.  

For a free rain barrel manual, e-mail us at

aragonj@hillsboroughcounty.org.

Microirrigation

Microirrigation (a.k.a. “drip” or “mist”)

irrigation is an efficient way to water your

plants.  Water is directed straight to the roots of the

plant using less water than other irrigation systems.

There is also less water runoff from the property.

Old-fashioned sprinklers work on gallons per

minute while microirrigation works on gallons per

hour.  You’ll save on your water bill too!

These are just a few examples of ways to “green”

up your home.  As you can see, a little bit can go a

long way in reducing stormwater runoff.

Rain Barrel

Porous Walkway

of Shells



by Haley Carmack

Do you have pesky squirrels terrorizing your yard? Eating your bird seed?

Pillaging your nuts? Would you like to make something that would keep

them busy but also entertain you? Well, a squirrel spinner might be for you. 

Squirrel spinners are available through many websites and retailers, but

they’re quite easy to make yourself. They can be made out of many different

materials including wood, PVC or plastic and can range from basic to

intricate in detail. Whatever material you use, just put a corn cob (or other

squirrel food) on one end and weight the other and watch the squirrels come. 

When your furry friend spots the food, he’ll become excited and attempt to

latch on and eat it. The weight of his body will send the arm of the device

spinning and the squirrel spinning, as well. Watch what happens!

Animals in the wild are naturally accustomed to working for their food. It

gives them a sense of confidence and accomplishment knowing they worked for their tasty treat. This device not only

provides the squirrel with enrichment, it can be fun for you too! So, when that squirrel hears you giggling inside your

window while watching him feverishly try to stay on the spinner, you can feel comfortable saying “I’m not laughing

AT you, I’m laughing WITH you.”

Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners

An Affirmative Action-Equal Opportunity Employer
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